
Advanced Placement English Language and Composition 

2019-2020 Summer Reading Assignment 

You should be prepared for an assessment on your choice novel the first week of school. 

 

Choice Book: Identity Unit Outside Reading Book List 

Choose one of the books from the following Identity Unit list to read and respond to in your journal.   

These books all explore aspects of human identity through the genre of memoir.  Written in varied styles, 

these texts were chosen to provide students with reading experiences and models of a nonfiction genre 

that will develop skills useful on the A.P. English Language and Composition exam.  The journal 

assignment is intended to promote active reading and reflection so that students will be prepared to 

discuss these texts upon return to school in August.   

As you read, consider in your journal what your chosen book tells us about human identity.  You might 

consider what relationships were most important to the writer, how naming applies to identity, what gives 

the writer meaning or significance, how the writer self-identifies and how others identify the writer, or 

any other issues that are important in your chosen book.  You might want to choose and reflect on an 

important quote or passage about identity from the section you are reading.   

 

DUE:  Four journal entries (1+ pages each).  These can be informal responses but must focus on the 

theme of identity (see suggestions above).  Each entry should focus on one quarter of the book.  These 

must be complete on the first day of school. 

Cahalan, Susannah   Brain on Fire: My Month of Madness 

In a swift and breathtaking narrative, Susannah tells the astonishing true story of her descent into 

madness her family’s inspiring faith in her, and the lifesaving diagnosis that nearly didn’t happen 

  

Calcaterra, Regina Etched in Sand: A True Story of Five Siblings Who Survived 

an Unspeakable Childhood on Long Island 

Regina Calcaterra is a successful lawyer, New York State official, and activist. Her painful early life, 

however, was quite different. Regina and her four siblings survived an abusive and painful childhood only 

to find themselves faced with the challenges of the foster-care system and intermittent homelessness in the 

shadows of Manhattan and the Hamptons. 

Hinton, Anthony Ray The Sun Does Shine: How I Found Life and Freedom on 

Death Row  

Anthony Ray Hinton was poor and black when he was convicted of two murders he hadn't committed. For 

the next three decades he was trapped in solitary confinement in a tiny cell on death row, having to watch 

as - one by one - his fellow prisoners were taken past him to the execution room. Eventually his case was 

taken up by the award-winning lawyer, Bryan Stevenson, who managed to have him exonerated, though it 

took 15 years for this to happen. 

 



Kingston, Maxine Hong  The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood Among Ghosts 

Subtitled, "Memoirs of a Girlhood Among Ghosts," this tells the story of a Chinese-American girls who 

must struggle as a female in patriarchal Chinese society and as a Chinese American in the United States. 

Liu,Eric    The Accidental Asian: Notes of a Native Speaker 

In a series of essays, Eric Liu reflects on his life as a second-generation Chinese American and reveals 

the shifting frames of ethnic identity.  A powerful and elegant discussion of what it means to be an 

American. 

McCall, Nathan   Makes Me Wanna Holler 

Autobiography of a Washington Post reporter who tells the story of his life in the attempt to address why 

a smart kid from a good, working-class African-American family could end up in prison. 

Strauss, Darin    Half a Life: A Memoir 

“Half my life ago, I killed a girl.”  From this opening line, Darrin Strauss tells the story of how 

accidentally killed a high school classmate on her bicycle while driving his father’s car.  Strauss writes 

compellingly about his struggles with the guilt, pain, and life-changing effects of this one event. 

Walls, Jeannette   The Glass Castle 

The often funny, sometimes sad, always interesting story of the Walls family.  The eccentric, nomadic 

parents—an inventor and an artist—raise their children to be independent, but also expose them to 

intense poverty and hardship.  A daughter’s loving story of her struggle to grow up in her parent’s 

shadow. 

Westover, Tara   Educated: A Memoir 

Tara Westover was 17 the first time she set foot in a classroom. Born to survivalists in the 

mountains of Idaho, she prepared for the end of the world by stockpiling home-canned peaches and 
sleeping with her "head-for-the-hills bag". In the summer she stewed herbs for her mother, a 
midwife and healer, and in the winter she salvaged in her father's junkyard. Educated is an 

account of the struggle for self-invention. It is a tale of fierce family loyalty and of the grief that 
comes with severing the closest of ties. With the acute insight that distinguishes all great writers, 
Westover has crafted a universal coming-of-age story that gets to the heart of what an education is 
and what it offers: the perspective to see one's life through new eyes and the will to change it. 

Wolff, Tobias    This Boy’s Life: A Memoir 

A memoir of Tobias Wolff’s troubled teen years. When Wolff’s divorced mother remarries he must fight 

for identity and self-respect under the hostility of his new stepfather, leading to a series of outrageous 

experiences and escape. 

It is standard practice that if parents/guardians have a question or concern about a book they are encouraged to talk with the 

teacher.  The parent and teacher should try to find mutually agreeable solutions if concerns still exist.  If the classroom teacher is 

unknown, parents are welcome to contact the English Dept. Chair, with any questions.  Books are available through local 

bookstores such as:  Joseph-Beth, Border’s, Barnes and Noble and Half-Price Books; online sources such as:  Amazon.com:  

http://www.amazon.com, Joseph-Beth:  http://www.josephbeth.com; or through the Cincinnati Public Library and Branch 

libraries.  The Public Library restricts access to some books for readers under 18.  Parents can check out these books on their 

adult card or they can fill out a Parental Authorization Card that permits their under-18-year-old children to check out books on 

their own cards.  


